
 

 

The Honor Ring 

logical growth appear on it. So, 
we came together again in June 
2022 and cleaned all three of the 
monuments. For those new to 
gravestone/monument preserva-
tion, your first and foremost goal 
is not to damage the existing 
stone! So, the recommended 
cleaner is D/2, which is a proven 
and trusted cleaner used by dif-
ferent organizations across the 
country. You may use D/2 as 
simply a spray on and walk away 
or you may use it to supplement 
your manual cleaning effort. D/2 
actually cleans down into the 
stone and protects it from fur-
ther deterioration and biological 
growth. These activities are in-
credibly satisfying because your 
work is immediately visible and 
offers a unique view for the pub-
lic to enjoy over time. 

I sat in the audience during the 
Lamar Day celebration in Rich-
mond’s Morton Cemetery in 
January 2017 and looked at the 
large monument to our second 
President of the Republic of Tex-
as and thought, “wow, that thing 
looks terrible, who is responsible 
for the upkeep of this important 
monument?” Well, the answer 
was surprising as the answer was 
no one. 

After this discovery, the Sam 
Houston and Lamar Chapters 
joined forces to commit to clean-
ing and maintaining this monu-
ment moving forward. Along 
with members from other Chap-
ters, we planned our first clean-
ing effort in December 2018. 
Many novels began with “it was a 
cold and blustery day that chilled 
your bones”, but those of us 

there day can attest to the fact 
that it was one of the coldest 
days in recent memory. In 2019, 
we cleaned the adjacent Jane 

Long monument as well as La-
mar’s wife’s monument. Fast 
forward to 2022, and the monu-
ment once again had some bio-

Since 2018 when I became your 
Chapter President, the most 
rewarding thing I’ve done is to 
annually commend and reward 
two enlisted sailors onboard the 
USS San Jacinto (CG-56). Our 
Chapter has done so since the 
early 1990s and we will continue 
to do so as long as the ship is in 

active service. The San Jacinto 
Chapter recently ceased their 
long-time program of supporting 
the USS Texas submarine due to 
logistical difficulties associated 
with the submarine’s lengthy 
submerged tours and command 
changes. With that, our efforts 
become that much more im-

portant to show our support for 
these young people who choose 
to place themselves in harm’s 
way. We celebrate the USS San 
Jacinto at the Texian Navy Day 
celebration, so come out to this 
event in September and help us 
acknowledge these sailors and 
thank them for protecting Texas. 

Attendees from the Sam 

Houston, Lamar, and Deaf 

Smith Chapters joined forces 

to clean the Mirabeau B. La-

mar monument. 

Preservation is our Duty and Privilege 
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  

C O R N E R  

As we enter the 

depths of the Texas 

summer, the temps 

are high as is our 

excitement about all 

the Texas History 

events in front of us! 

Locally, we have a 

busy Fall planned 

with the City of Katy 

Rice Festival being 

our largest outreach 

to the Katy commu-

nity. Lastly, we need 

more support from 

our local members 

as our current offic-

ers have sustained 

the Chapter for the 

past decade. New 

ideas from new folks! 
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“...God prosper Texas! And 

to you my friends and 

fellow citizens, happiness 

and thanks.” 

Samuel Rhoads Fisher, 

Secretary of the Navy, 

Republic of Texas, 

Resignation letter dated 

September 9, 1837  

Participate to the 

extent of your capa-

bility and availability, 

but participate. 

Great Guest Speakers for You 

Early Cattle Brands in Texas 

Join Us for these Upcoming Events  
We are back into our normal 
routine and as busy as ever! In 
2022, we have a mix of both 
national, state, and local events 
planned, so there are plenty of 
opportunities for you to par-
ticipate as your availability 
allows. 

July 16, 2022: Chapter meet-
ing, Katy, TX 

No Meeting in August 

Sept 10, 2022: Quarterly 
SRT Meeting, Victoria, TX 

September 17, 2022: Texian 

Navy Day, San Jacinto Monu-
ment 

September 17, 2022: Texas 
Heroes Day, La Grange, TX 

October 8-9, 2022: City of 
Katy Rice Festival, Katy, TX 

October 15, 2022: Chapter 
meeting, Katy, TX 

November 5, 2022: Father 
of Texas Celebration, San 
Felipe de Austin, TX 

November 19, 2022: Chap-
ter Meeting, Katy, TX 

December 3, 2022: Quar-

terly SRT Meeting, Victoria, 
TX 

December 10, 2022: Holiday 
Gathering Dinner, Katy, TX 

January 21, 2023: Chapter 
Meeting, Katy, TX 

February 18, 2023: Katy ISD 
FFA Livestock Show & Rodeo 
Parade + Chapter Meeting + 
Officer Installation, Katy, TX 

March 2, 2023: Washington-
on the-Brazos 

March 6, 2023: Dawn at The 
Alamo, San Antonio, TX 

while in 1838, Jane Long used 
the JHL brand. In 1846, Fran-
cisco A. Ruiz was also granted 
a unique cattle brand; howev-
er, the most well-known cattle 
brand in Texas was not regis-
tered until 1853 when the 
famous running W brand syn-
onymous with the King Ranch 
came into existence.  As you 

The practice of branding cattle 
is ancient, going as far back as 
4000 years to ancient Egypt. 
Some of the earliest cattle 
brands in Texas date all the 
way back to 1742 and be-
longed to the then Spanish 
Governor of Texas. In 1833, 
Jose Antonio Navarro was 
granted a unique cattle brand, 

can see, several important 
Texas History figures had des-
ignated cattle brands. The 
cowboy and vaquero culture of 
Texas is illustrated by many of 
these brands, which you can 
explore further via the Texas 
Handbook online, and see if 
your family or ancestors may 
have had a unique cattle brand. 

our hope that you value and 
respect these events, and at-
tend as your availability allows 
in order to thank our guest 
speakers as well as to ask them 
questions. At our May Chapter 
meeting, Texas Navy Admiral 
Dallam Masterson gave a de-
tailed presentation about the 
life of the first Texas Navy 
Secretary for the Republic of 
Texas, Samuel Rhoads Fisher. 

We do many things for the 
public, community, local organ-
izations, and so on to support 
Texas History, but our Chap-
ter meetings are specifically for 
you, our members. Much ef-
fort goes into identifying availa-
ble, high quality speakers to 
bring opportunities for all of us 
to better understand a particu-
lar topic, individual, or event in 
Texas History. As such, it is 
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Texas Navy Admiral Dallam 

Masterson discussing Samuel 

Rhoads Fisher. 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/auc01
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/auc01
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He delivered a great presentation 
and all those who attended walked 
away with a better understanding of 
the Texas Navy and Fisher in par-
ticular. 

At our June Chapter meeting, we 
were fortunate enough to have the 
SRT’s Chaplain General, Michael 
Young, KSJ, who spearheads the 
Texas Ranger Memorial Cross Pro-
gram associated with the Former 
Texas Ranger Association who told 
us about the program. Specifically, if 
you have an ancestor who was a 
Texas Ranger, that ancestor quali-

fies to receive this memorial cross 
at their grave site. 

According to Sir Knight Young, the 
program is at the behest of the 
Ranger’s family and includes a dedi-
cation ceremony with a biography 
of the individual Ranger, a typical 
musket and cannon salute, and a 
granite grave marker, in addition to 
the cross. To-date, 650 ceremonies 
have taken place honoring former 
Rangers. If you are interested in 
this ceremony for your ancestor, a 
request form must be completed 
and submitted to the Association. 

the Republic of Texas ship, Brutus, 
sending its landing parties ashore in 
conquering fashion with the aqua 
blue waters and subsurface detail 
one would expect in a digital work. 
The Texas Navy Commander, Hen-
ry Livingston Thompson, sent a 
dispatch to his headquarters in 
Galveston notifying them of the 
conquest.  Cozumel as well as the 
uninhabited Arcas Islands as a ren-

If you missed our May 2022 Chap-
ter meeting, then you missed a 
unique experience as our honorary 
Chapter member and acclaimed 
naval artist Peter Rindlisbacher 
unveiled his newest work of art 
depicting the Republic of Texas 
landing party raising the Texas Na-
vy flag onshore the island of Cozu-
mel in 1837. This commissioned 
work of art masterfully depicted 

dezvous, recreational area, 
and supply base. The cen-
tral position of the Arcas 
Islands allowed the Texans 
an easier time of blockading 
ports and intercepting Mex-
ico’s commerce. Eventually, 
President Sam Houston 
withdrew his support for 
the Texas Navy and over-
saw its dissolution. 

son ancestors of Chapter President 
Bart Dawson are from the Cushing 
area, so this mission has an added 
interest. In addition, this was the 
furthest north mission established 
in East Texas. Ramón put Isidro 
Félix de Espinosa, president of 
the Franciscans from the College of 
Santa Cruz of Querétaro, in charge 
of the mission. Espinosa appointed 
Fray Benito Sánchez the first minis-

ter. San José de los Nazonis was 
abandoned in 1719 because of 
French incursions from Louisiana 
but was restored by the Marqués 
de Aguayo in 1721. In 1730 it was 
removed to the Colorado River 
near the site of Zilker Park, Austin, 
with San Francisco de los Neches 
and Nuestra Señora de la Purísima 
Concepción de los Hainai missions. 
In 1731, all moved to San Antonio. 

Mission San José de los Nazonis 
was founded in  1716 by 
the Domingo Ramón expedition 
among the Nasoni Indians on a 
branch of Shawnee Creek in what 
became northwestern Nacogdo-
ches County. The Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation has placed 
a marker designating the location of 
this mission 2½ miles north of 
present Cushing. Many of the Daw-

Mission San José de los Nazonis  

We want Cozumel Back! 

“...along with the 

other two missions, 

was moved to the San 

Antonio River and 

reestablished as San 

Juan Capistrano 

Mission ” 

 

Texas State 

Historical 

Association 

Handbook, July 10, 

2022 

Great Guest Speakers for You, Cont’d 

The Texas Ranger Memorial 

Cross. A dedication ceremo-

ny occurs with the Ranger’s 

family in attendance. 

Peter Rindlisbacher unveiling 
his newest work of art. 



 

 

people wanting to discover their an-
cestors, and others, so overall, it was 
a busy day for us manning the desk. 
One gentleman in particular stopped 
by and stayed for an hour or so as he 
was a gunsmith and marveled at the 
detail on our First Vice President’s 
musket. The gun was marked by sev-
eral masonic emblems and was from 
the 1840s era; therefore, our masonic  

The Sam Houston Chapter, along 
with several other SRT Chapters, 
gathered around the San Jacinto Mon-
ument to support the San Jacinto Day 
Festival this past April. The festival is 
the day for the public gathering cele-
brating San Jacinto Day and is marked 
by a large festival of living history, 
battle reenactments, and historical 
organizations telling the story so 
many of us know about where Texas 
Independence was won. 

On this day, the weather mostly co-
operated; however, the wind was 
blowing a steady 25-30 mph and 
forced us to not put up our canopy. 
We watched the wind rip and tear 
apart a number of other groups cano-
pies that day, so we conceded that we 
made the right call by not putting our 
canopy up. We had many visitors, 
people asking about their ancestors, 

juices began flowing in hopes of dis-
covering some possible message from 
the original owner. 

This also marked the second time we 
had brought the Come and Take It 
cannon with us to San Jacinto and as 
expected, it was a big hit. Everyone 
likes to say, “its such a small can-
non?”, but the current convention is 
that this remains an accurate repre-
sentation of the actual cannon from 
Gonzales. Rolling Thunder was beside 
us and they kept making fun of our 
small cannon compared to theirs, but 
we took it all in stride and sparred 
right back with them. 

If you have not attended the festival, 
we recommend you do so as the 
reenactment should be Texas History 
bucket list item for all, and the muse-
um inside the monument is a first-
class experience for all to enjoy. 

Katy, Texas 

Chapter President: Bart Dawson 

Phone: 281-220-7321 

Website: http:\\www.srt-samhouston.com 

Facebook: @SamHoustonChapter 

The PURPOSE of the SRT shall be to perpetuate the 

memory and spirit of the men and women who 

achieved the independence of Texas, set the young 

Republic upon its high course among the nations of 

the world, and finally secured its admission as a state 

of the United States of America. 

 

The Sons of the Republic of Texas, Inc. (“SRT”) con-

sists of members who are direct lineal descendants 

of those that settled the Republic of Texas prior to 

February 19, 1846, when Texas merged with the 

United States as the 28th state. 

 

The Sam Houston Chapter was formed in 1987 in 

Katy, TX and holds regular meetings at Texas Tradi-

tion restaurant in Katy. 

The Sam Houston Chapter #38 

San Jacinto Day Festival 2022 

“Honoring your Ancestors, 

remembering your past” 

A local Boy Scout troop stopped 

by our Come and Take It can-

non for a photo op! 
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